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I would like to thank our chair and co-chair, Dionne Koller and Han Xiao, for their leadership.

My background that is most relevant to today’s hearing is my years of experience as the Senate-
confirmed Inspector General of the Department of Defense, dealing with challenges such as
sexual assaults at our three national service academies, and human trafficking around the world.

The most important lesson-learned that I applied as Inspector General is what C.S. Lewis called
the Principle of First and Second Things: “You can’t get second things by putting them first;
you can get second things only by putting first things first.”! Money and survival are paradlg-
matic and very important second things. But as one C.S. Lewis expert explains the Pr1nc1p1e
“the society that believes in nothing worth surviving for beyond mere survival will not survive.’

First things in “The Future of Olympic and Paralympic Sports in America” include our core
American values such as integrity, accountability, and government transparency, and, of course,
the safety, health, and well-being of our Olympic and Paralympic athletes.

Government transparency is embedded in our Constitution itself, providing each of us a
Constitutional right to know how our government spends our money. Article I, Section 9, of our
Constitution provides that, “a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of
all public Money shall be published from time to time.”

While the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee is by no means a government agency like
the Department of Defense,? it is a Congressionally-chartered corporation. In the Ted Stevens
Olympic and Amateur Sports Act of 1998, Congress confirmed that the Committee’s authorities
include the authority to “organize, ﬁnance and control the representation of the United States in
the competitions and events of the Olymplc Games [and] Paralympic Games.”

Congress has also granted the Committee what amounts to a monopoly to raise revenues utilizing
the Olympic name and symbols, including the “5 interlocking rings.”® Congress has also
mandated, starting in January 2021, that the Committee make an annual payment of $20,000,000
to the United States Center for SafeSport “for operating costs of the Center.”

Finally, I would like to thank Congress for establishing this Commission, our staff and my fellow
Commissioners for all their hard work and dedication leading up to today, and our witnesses for
participating in today’s hearing. I look forward to hearing from our witnesses about both our
first and second things as applied to “The Future of Olympic and Paralympic Sports in America.”
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